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“I only hook up my lights so [ won’t get a ticket.”

“I’ve got 4-wheel drive; I can stop that 35-foot trailer

on any hill.”

“That guy who ran into the back of my trailer must
have been driving too close to see the brake lights on

my pick-up truck.”

While at first-glance we all might get a chuckle at
these excuses, towing safety is not something that
can be taken lightly. In the past 18 months, dozens

of articles have been published in both trade and
mainstream media regarding trailer use and the safety
issues involved. With nearly 60,000 crashes involving
passenger vehicles towing trailers reported each year,
there is a definite cause for concern, especially when
both human safety and driver liability are at risk.
Approximately 27 percent of towing accidents across
the country result in injuries, and 72 percent cause
property damage. While improper hitching was the
root cause of a significant number of these reported

accidents, poor electrical connections have also been a

contributing factor.

In fact, one of the major findings from Customer
Profiles and Master Lock’s well-publicized 2006
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study was that more than 50
percent of towing vehicles
and trailers received only

moderate or poor rankings

on their electrical systems.
This suggests that brake
lights, turn signals and reverse lights may not work
properly due to frayed and exposed wires, which pose a

significant danger.

While a number of companies are working toward
manufacturing safer hitching systems, few companies have
really tackled how to best improve the electrical systems
from all angles. Therefore, the products that electrically
connect these trailers have not progressed to the extent
that they could, leaving drivers open to liability and most

importantly, safety issues.

Tulare, Calif.-based EZ Connector, Inc. is hoping to speed
along this progression with its flagship product — the EZ
Universal 7-Pin Heavy Duty Plug (EZ-U7PHD) electrical
system. Designed with ease-of-use and safety in mind,
the water-proof and corrosion-resistant EZ-U7PHD is the
first plug/socket combination of its kind on the market to
dramatically improve the reliability of the vehicle/trailer
connection, and is designed as a universal configuration

that can adapt to a variety of applications.

The legacy electrical connections on the market today,
including the J560 used on commercial trucks and 6-pin
connectors traditionally used in the equestrian market,
require an oversized pin to be forced into a socket so

that a zero clearance situation occurs for electricity to be
able to pass from socket to pin. Each time this style of
connector is cycled, the socket and pin are abraded and as
a result, a voltage drop across the connector occurs and
increases with cycles. Active circuits can be harmful to the
configuration, since arcing occurs between the socket and

pins, which welds them together or causes an open circuit.
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